Recent studies on the pathogenesis of tuberculosis have. been directed toward a b-etter appreciation of the multiplicity of factors superimposed on the sine qua non of exposure to the tubercle bacillus. The question of hereditary influence-long in the ascendancy in the pre-Koch era-has again come to the fore. The striking demonstration of the role of genetic factors in experimental infection has given impetus to this approach. The reader will find in this monograph a careful exposition and analysis of such problems as tuberculosis in si'blings, consorts, parents, and children, with an attempt to assign proper weight to exposure to the organism and to "familial susceptibility." That the author regards the latter as of paramounit importance in human infection, will no doubt be enthusiastically welcomed 'by one camp, and roundly condemned by the other. To illustrate some conflicts in interpretation: the author regards the evidence derived from the occurrence of tuberculosis in twins as favoring the view that "familial susceptibility" plays a dominant role, while Rich states that the data are "suggestive of an influence of heredity, but do not provide proof of a dominant role of heredity in the development of tuberculosis." Then, too, one may challenge such a conclusion as that the decline in tuberculosis death rates is preeminently due to the weeding out. of susceptible families, since it cannot be reconciled with the dramatic drop in mortality rates during the past 50 years, nor with the known reversal in the trend when unfavorable conditions occur. Even if one is not willing to go so far as the author in the interpretation of the data, she has rendered a distinct service to students of the disease in so ably presenting some old and new material bearing on this important problem. Under the guidance of "The Committee on Medicine and the Changing Order" of the New York Academy of Medicine, a series of monographs is in preparation designed to study methods of maintaining and improving medical practice, research, and education, and to investigate the means of making the best medical care avaflable to the greatest number at the most equitable cost. Dr. Stern has adopted the historical approach, and traces the interaction of changing American society and medical practice during the past century. The present-day complexities of medicine, the cost of medical training, the inadequacies of the returns to the physician, the issues of general practice versus specialization, the great advances of the modern hospital, are among the subjects taken up. While the significant contributions of medical science to general welfare are not belittled, the shortcomings of medical care, particularly in relation to availability to the less favored strata of society, are clearly presented. The author offers no panaceas, and remains objective throughout. To be sure, some particularly vocal elements have recently asserted that all is well with current medical practice in the United States. In the light of Dr. Stern's well-documented and unprejudiced analysis, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that American medicine is confronted by major problems urgently awaiting solution. The nine chapters of this symposium contain very readable and informative discussions by ten specialists. The chemistry and manufacture of the various types of soap are first described to the reader. Some of the following chapters deal with the usual and unusual effects of soap on the "normal" skin; with the effects on the abnormal or diseased skin, including lists of the dermatoses in which soap is of benefit and those in which its use is contraindicated; and with the effects of soap on the hair and in shaving. Soaps for industrial use are considered, as are also the increasingly numerous and important detergents other than soap.
The book is a valualble aid in refreshing and bringing up to date one's knowledge of a class of substances which, more frequently than any other, perhaps, is applied to the surface of the bo-dy. PHILIP B. COWLES.
ERRATA:
The following errors appear in the paper "Adrenalectomy and Replacement Therapy in Lactating Rats" by S. J. Folley and A. T. Cowie, YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE, 1944, 17, 67-74. P. 70, line 5, table 1, for "0.1 (ml.)" read "0.1" P. 71, line 29, for "( Fig. 1 )" read " (Fig. 2) " P. 74, line 4 of acknowledgment, for "Harrington" read "Harington"
